
First Testimony  

 

First of all I want to thank the Commission for allowing me to address you today and the Holy Father 

for all the support and help he has given us in recent times. They asked me to talk about the pain 

that comes from sexual abuse. Everyone knows that sexual abuse leaves tremendous consequences 

for everyone. I therefore believe that it is not worthwhile to continue to talk about this because the 

consequences are evident, in all aspects, and remains for the whole of life.  

Instead I would like to speak about myself as a Catholic, of what happened to me and of what I 

would like to say to the bishops. For a Catholic, the most difficult thing is to be able to speak about 

sexual abuse; but once you have taken courage and start telling - in our case, I speak of myself - the 

first thing I thought was: I'm going to tell everything to Holy Mother Church, where they will listen to 

me and respect me. The first thing they did was to treat me as a liar, turn their backs and tell me that 

I, and others, were enemies of the Church. This pattern exists not only in Chile: it exists all over the 

world, and this must end.  

I know that you are there talking as to how to end this phenomenon, how to prevent it from 

happening again, and how to remedy of all this evil. First of all: false forgiveness, forced forgiveness 

does not work. Victims need to be believed, respected, cared for and healed. You need to repair 

what has been done to the victims, be close to them, believe them and accompany them. You are 

the physicians of the soul and yet, with rare exceptions, you have been transformed - in some cases - 

into murderers of the soul, into murderers of the faith. What a terrible contradiction. I wonder: but 

what does Jesus think. What does Mary think, when she sees that it is her own shepherds who 

betray their own little sheep? I ask you, please collaborate with justice, because you have a special 

care for the victims, so that what is happening in Chile, that is, what the Pope is doing in Chile, be 

repeated as a model in other countries of the world.  

We see the tip of the iceberg every day: although the Church says it's all over, cases continue to 

emerge: why? Because it proceeds like when you are diagnosed with a tumour: you must treat the 

whole cancer, not just remove the tumour; so you need chemotherapy, radiotherapy, you need to 

have some treatment. It is not enough to remove the tumour and that's it. I ask you to listen to what 

the Holy Father wants to do, not limiting yourself with a nod of ascent made with your head and 

then do something else. The only thing I ask of you - and I ask the Holy Spirit - to help restore that 

trust in the Church – that those who do not want to listen to the Holy Spirit and who want to 

continue to cover-up, leave the Church to give way to those who want to create a new Church, a 

renewed Church and a Church absolutely free from sexual abuse. I entrust all this to the Virgin, to 

the Lord, so that all this becomes a reality. We cannot continue with this crime to cover the scourge 

of sexual abuse in the Church. I hope that the Lord and Mary will enlighten you and that, once and 

for all, we work with justice to remove this cancer from the Church, because it is destroying it. And 

this is what the devil wants. Thank you. 


